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OLD BRONZEBACK 

Good day everyone ••• it' s a beautiful day in Pennsylvania. 

Is this the day you feel like f i ghting? Then how about tack­

ling what Dr. J ames Hensall, a pioneer fishing expert, once 

called "pound for pound, t he t oughest fighting fish of them 

all". That's~small-mouth bass, my friend, and he's not hard 

to find for a fight i n Pennsylvania. There's bass stream or 

lake with easy driving distance of your home. Up northwest, 

you could try Presque Isle Bay, Conneaut, Canadohta, the 

Allegheny, Kinzua or Tionesta Reservoirs. Northcentral has 

such bass hotspots as Hills Creek Lake in Tioga, t he north 

branch of t he Susquehanna, Pine Creek and Kettle Creek. South­

west gives you all kinds of lakes and loads of bass. South­

central, too, with the Raystown Branch, the Juniata, Sherman's 

Creek or Possum Lake near Carlisle. Over east, try t he Delaware, 

Lake Wallenpaupack or good l akes and streams in the Pocono, 

Pinchot State Park, Brandywine Creek and others. Bass fisher­

men have their own ideas and trade secrets on success. First, 

of course, you 've got to know where in those streams and lakes, 

"Old Bronzeback" is mos t likely to be found. Most of t he time 

in rivers and streams t hey will be res ting in pools waiting f or 

the food to come down the riffles. When t hey're on t he prowl 

at eating time, wa tch f or action along the shoreline shallows, 

in the riffles or around the islands. In big waters of lakes and 

reservoirs, bass are most likely to be found over gravel bars or 

around rocky ledges. Best time to go fishing for bass? To begin 

with, when you have time, but most bass are caught between mid-
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June and m.id-J\tly, ta.en a.gala the t.a.e :.fall-.Jeptesber t hr o cll 

OctoLer-- vhen the1 ar e teed1128 heavily for t he winter slow-

down. hen you pull one out this year--(a eat year tor baaa­

!iahin6) wiah bronceba ck a happy birtnday--the eh Co.mm.iaaion 

and. the small mouth ba83 a .re c~lebr ting their centennial. I 

don't aean that they•r• 100 years old. Nope! Th•r 're oe1ebrating 

the tact t h t 100 years aao , t..'Piere v•ren • t .mt saJ.l mouth baas 

a t ail east of the illeehen7e. In 1870 a couplG ot sportsmen 

f rom ~h1ladelph1a and aaton decided to correct the mio\ak:e of 

Nother ... ature. They got some snall mou~ha from t h• oto• o 

ver a t lla.rper ' s erry, pu.t t hem in milx cans and hauled t h•• 

baok t o ennaylvan1a. 'fhey releaaect t h• basn in the .Llelavare 

st &aeton. And f or t he _prutt century tiehctrmatl have been haYiD« 

a ball battling this great American &Ml• tieh a.ll ov0r P.nnaylvanJ.a. 

o head for t lle PenneylYani.a 11ehiog wa'ere ! nol.d . ronsebaok" 

ia vai'ting fo·r yo\.l-you illght noi f i nd the b1ggeat--the rocoi-4 

ia 6 powule, 2 ounoee and 24f inches lo~-l>ut you wi l l ba•• a 

real f18htine fi-11 to contend 111\h. Noth1ng relu:ea like a :tight 

with ol4 broaaeback baaa . It'a fun. t or evoryone in enna1lvan.1a. 
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